
UNL Department of Agronomy & Horticulture
Curriculum Coordinating Committee Minutes
Monday, March 28, 2011

I. Call to Order 
The meeting was opened at 3:05 p.m. in 279M PLSH.

Attendees were:  Mark Lagrimini, Steve Mason, Ellen Paparozzi, Don Lee, Brian Waters, Martha Mamo (CASNR rep.), Dennis McCallister, and Kathy Schindler, recorder.

II. Cross-listing graduate courses with Plant Pathology – Waters  (see e-mail from Dr. Gary Yuen & matrix)
Each of these courses is required or is an option for the Plant Pathology specialization in Agronomy and Horticulture. Provisional approval was given by the CASNR Curriculum Committee dependent upon receipt of a statement from Agronomy and Horticulture agreeing to the cross-listing.
A. PLPT 802, Ecology & Management of Plant Pathogens (new home dept., name & number)
B. PLPT 801, Biology of Plant Pathogens (new home dept., name & number)
C. PLPT 866, Phytopathogenic Nematodes (new home dept.)
D. PLPT 965, Plant Virology (new home dept. & name)
E. PLPT 968, Seminar in Plant Pathology (new home dept.)
F. PLPT/BIOS/AGRO/HORT 963, Genetics of Host-Parasite Interactions (already cross-listed, but changing home dept.)

G. PLPT 867, Plant Associated Microbes 
H. PLPT 891, Plant Disease Field Tour

I. PLPT/ENTO 813, Biological Control of Pests

J. BIOS 867, 867L & 869 – These courses were deleted 10/24/2008, but SBS still hasn’t removed them from the Bulletin listings.

Brian Waters explained that Plant Pathology has asked that we approve the cross-listing of these graduate courses with our department.  The CASNR Curriculum Committee has approved the cross-listing pending approval from the Agronomy & Horticulture’s Curriculum Coordinating Committee.


Steve Mason made a motion to approve cross-listing these courses with Plant Pathology.  Dennis McCallister seconded.    Motion approved.

Kathy will draft a letter for Dr. Lagrimini to send to the CASNR Curriculum Committee. The letter will serve as the statement that the Agronomy and Horticulture Curriculum Coordinating Committee approved cross-listing these courses.

III. Grasslands Management Certificate (see attached informational letters from Steve Waller & Laurie Bellows).   The next step in the approval process is the Council of Academic Officers.   See the AG*IDEA website at http://www.agidea.org/index.html?page=majorsDegreesCourses.html&anchor=programAnchor3.

The Grasslands Management Certificate is moving forward in the Curriculum process.  This certificate is through the AG*IDEA.  Ellen Paparozzi said she would check with Cathy Dickinson to see if anyone has signed up for this certificate.  Dr. Lagrimini said he will check with Dr. John Guretzky to see if he will lead the program since Dr. Walt Schacht is on sabbatical.

IV. HORT Certificates approval from CASNR – Paparozzi & Mamo   
A. Floriculture & Nursery Production Management

B. Ornamentals, Landscapes & Turf

C. Advanced Horticulture


Martha Mamo, CASNR Curriculum Committee representative, said that all of the courses were approved, except two:  842A (Plant Pathology) and 842B (Plant Physiology).  The reason these weren’t approved is because they are taught with the University of Nebraska at Kearney. UNK doesn’t have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the AG*IDEA program yet.

The CASNR Curriculum Committee has not approved the certificates yet.  There were administrative questions on how to track the courses through Registration & Records, AG*IDEA, Extended Education & Outreach, and the Dean’s Office.  Martha said the committee liked the academic section of the certificates but needed clarification for the administrative issues.   

Discussion followed about the Certificates.   There is a different admissions process for the certificate programs as opposed to graduate programs.  Other UNL colleges, such as Education & Human Sciences, have certificate programs.  The HORT Certificates are currently listed on the AG*IDEA website at http://www.agidea.org/index.html?page=majorsDegreesCourses.html&anchor=programAnchor5.
V. News and Information from Martha Mamo, CASNR Curriculum Representative

A. Establishing an e-community of Agronomy & Horticulture teachers on the Plant and Soil Sciences e-library.  
Martha Mamo explained that she and Deana Namuth-Covert have a grant that would fund an e-community on the Plant and Soil Sciences e-library (http://plantandsoil.unl.edu/croptechnology2005/pages/index.jsp).  She asked if the committee is interested in supporting this type of e-community.  The e-community could start out as a communication place for UNL professors and lecturers and then add another communication group for local, regional and national professors.  

Having an e-community on this website instead of Blackboard allows for more interaction including live chats and more menus about course resources.  In addition, the e-library already has a good repository of materials from teachers, researchers and Extension faculty. The e-library would show connections from the authors to the materials.  Dr. Mamo said she likes the idea of having one place for resources and that this system could be more user-friendly than Blackboard.  The e-community could be ready in August. 

Dennis McCallister said he would like to see a web of courses showing how Agronomy & Horticulture classes are connected and interrelated, and how they feed into the capstone courses.  Discussion followed on how this could be done by working backwards from the capstone course.  This process would also identify courses that are under-subscribed and communicate to students how courses relate to each other.  Ellen Paparozzi said she already has a Horticulture Production flowchart that could be shared with everyone as an example.  She will forward it to Kathy who will send it out to the entire group.

Mark Lagrimini said a network diagram could be created to show course interconnectedness and to create a feeling that courses are department owned.  He also said this could be the topic of an academic paper.

The question was asked if this could be related to the allocation of funding resources.  Committee members said this developed for its curricular uses first.  The connection to funding could be difficult but could occur at a later time.

Martha said she would create a skeletal outline of all the courses.  She will need help from the Office Associates group to coordinate the list of courses.   This could be organized by topics or outcomes and could have a key-word search.

Don Lee asked if the committee could have a first draft for the CSREES Comprehensive Review Document.  Committee members said they would like to do that.   Martha said she will develop an example or template.
VI. Topics from the floor
Dr. Lagrimini said the College of Agriculture & Natural Resources now has an agreement with the University of Puerto Rico of Mayagüez.  The faculty in Puerto Rico would be able to co-advise with our Ph.D. and master’s programs.  They are sending four master’s students to CASNR for summer internships (departments pay for travel expenses).    These students are capable of going into a Ph.D. program and could potentially come to UNL for their doctoral work.  The four departments that are hosting students this summer are Agronomy & Horticulture, Plant Pathology, Food Science, and Entomology.
VII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m.


Next meeting is Monday, April 25, 2011, at 3 p.m. in 279M PLSH.






