
2015 International Year of Soils
PEDology Talks Contest 

Judging Rubric

Length of Talk (3 minute maximum): __________________________________________________________

Integration with IYS Monthly Theme (list theme): ________________________________________________

5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point

Organization is explicit, 
skillful, and unique. It 
enhances the content 
delivery. On time.

Organization is clearly 
observable, making the 
talk cohesive. On time.

Organization is inter-
mittently observable 
within the talk. On 
time.

Organization is barely ob-
servable within the talk. 
Runs slightly over time.

Organization is NOT 
observable within the 
talk. Runs over time.

30%—Organization and Framing: Does the talk follow a clear and logical path for the audience?

30%— Message Content and Ideas: How memorably does the talk present the specific message of the chosen 
IYS monthly theme?

30%— Delivery:  Does the presenter use good posture, gestures, eye contact, and vocal quality?

10%— Production Quality and Visuals:  What is the overall production quality of the talk?

5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point

Ideas and content are 
focused and extreme-
ly compelling. Holds 
attention. Vibrant and 
accurate. 

Ideas and content are 
focused and interesting. 
Holds attention through 
most of the talk. Accu-
rate and provoking.

Ideas and content are 
relevant but not com-
pelling. Hold sufficient 
attention. Factual.

Ideas and content are 
loosely connected. 
Holds mild attention. 
Generates little thought. 
Some factual errors.

Ideas and content are 
irrelevant to  monthly 
theme. Not compelling 
or memorable.  Lack of 
accuracy.

5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point

Delivery techniques 
make talk compelling. 
Speaker appears pol-
ished and confident.

Delivery techniques 
make talk interesting 
and engaging. Speaker 
appears comfortable.

Delivery techniques 
make talk understand-
able. Speaker appears 
practiced but tentative.

Delivery techniques are 
distracting and speaker 
seems unpracticed.

Delivery techniques 
make talk hard to follow. 
Speaker appears uncom-
fortable.

5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point

Talk has smooth transi-
tions and edits. Sound 
is easy to hear.  All ele-
ments (visuals, music, 
lighting, background, 
etc.) add to the talk’s 
message.

Talk is well- planned with 
competent edits. Sound 
is easy to hear. Most 
elements blend with the 
talk’s message. Visuals 
complement talk.

Transitions and edits 
are competent. Sound 
is mostly easy to hear. 
Minor distractions from  
other elements exist. 

Transitions and edits 
are rudimentary. 
Sound is reasonably 
balanced. Some ele-
ments are distracting. 

Transitions are choppy 
and have distracting 
edits. Sound is of poor 
quality. Many ele-
ments distract from 
the talk’s message.

Quality of the Talk
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