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This is what we’re up against.
More than one billion people are hungry and malnourished. Climate change 

threatens coastal population centers and irrigation capacity. Extreme 

weather events are more common and prolonged. Competition for land and 

water is fierce. Tropical pests are migrating north into the grain belt.

Through both basic and applied research, the University’s Institute 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources has been at the forefront of helping 
the state’s agriculture industry add value to its commodities. The longer 
you can keep an agricultural product in the state for processing and 
development, the greater the impact on the labor force and economy 
of the state. This is an exciting time for Nebraska agriculture.

Martin Massengale
President Emeritus, University of Nebraska
Chair, National Advisory Board to the Secretary of Agriculture 
for Research, Extension, Education and Economics







Over the last 75 years we’ve seen tremendous increases in crop 
productivity through mechanization and at the expense of non-renewable fossil 
fuels (petroleum, fertilizers, pesticides). Now we’re focusing on improving crop 
genetics and developing a better understanding of plant growth and the factors 
affecting yield. With more precise field monitoring technologies and improved 
genetics, we’ll be able to take yields to the next level.

Mark Lagrimini
Head, UNL Department of Agronomy and Horticulture
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The research of today drives the innovation of tomorrow. Most of the 
developments in production agriculture that we enjoy today are deeply embedded 
in the research and work of land grant universities. Lots of private companies 
do their own research, but there’s an important place for research by public 
universities. They will lead the direction and innovation of future agriculture.

Rod Gangwish
Nebraska Grain Producer





All too often we look outside the state for business 
development opportunities. I think our best source for 
growth lies right here in our vast agricultural lands and 
water resources. As the world population continues to 
grow, Nebraska is in a position to help feed the world 
while enriching the lives of our state’s residents. 

Michael Jacobson
Chairman, Nebraska Bankers Association 
President, Agricultural Builders of Nebraska

With its high level of biomass, 
switchgrass could be a major 
feedstock for biofuel after 
management and storage 
challenges are addressed.







I’m just amazed at the progress agriculture 
has made in the last 10 years and where we’re going. 
Advances with genetics, biotechnology, new seed and 
farming practices are leading to tremendous growth and 
continued profitability. I’m looking forward to raising 
crops that will produce more ethanol per acre, healthier 
food for humans, and improved feed for livestock.
 

Keith Olsen, Dryland Grain Farmer
President of the Nebraska Farm Bureau





We need to keep finding more efficient ways to 
meet our food and fiber needs. By necessity, industry focuses 
on short-term benefits, but it is the university’s responsibility 
to conduct research and extension programs that protect 
and develop the state’s resources for future generations.

 

Tom Hoegemeyer
UNL Professor of Practice and former 
CEO of Hoegemeyer Hybrids



The ripple effect of agriculture is enormous across Nebraska. 
Anything that makes for more efficient crop production, food processing, 
or energy production has an economic effect statewide. With cutting edge 
research, Nebraska can continue to be at the center of these efforts.

Roger Wehrbein
Farmer and Livestock Producer
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